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H Old Engliſh: Puritane vas ſuch an 8 
ooe, chat honoured God * above al 3 Tho, 
3 and under God gave“ every one his "Re Ny 
dae. His firſt care was to ſerve God, Rom. 1.7, bo 
I and therein he did not what was good u . 
in his A on, but in Gods fight, making the word of Deut. 12.8. 
God the rule of his worſhip, He highly eſteemed e or- ; Col ”_= 
der in the Houſe of God: but wonld notunder colour / Vera 9 
of that ſubmit to ſuperſtitious rites, which are eee Rom, 13. . 
fluous,and *pertſh in their uſe. He reverenred 8 Autho- 5 Mt. 15. 8. 
rity keeping withit its ſphære: but durſt not under Oel. 2-5 
pretence of ſubjection to the higher powers b, wor- {3% 24% 
ſhip God after the traditions of men. He made con- J 82 * 
ſcience of + all Gods ordinances, though & ſome he = Fals. 
eſteemed of more conſequence. He was much in b Paal. f 5-17, 
i praier : with it he ® began, and cloſed the day. In Met. 6, 
it he was exerciſed: in his a efloſet; *family ,* 7 and 4. Pen. C10. 
„er Ti ,. 


Fa, her by the * gift af God expreſſonr mere 14 deb, 
F N 
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2 Tie ¶ haratler of 


ried according to preſent wants and occaſions; yet 
Numb. 10.35 did he not account * ſer forms unlawfull. Therefore 
36. in that circumſtance of the Church he did not wholly 


i Cos. g. 10, ſreje the Liturgy, but the corruption of it. He eſtee- 


21,22,33. med © reading of the word an ordinance of God both 

et Ar 13.15. in private and publike; but did not account reading 
Plal 1.2, to be preaching. The word * read he eſteemed of 
w Tim. 3.15» more authority, but the * word pteacht of more effi- 
+ Cor. 1123, cacy. He accounted preaching as neceſſary now as 
Rom.1,16, in the Primitive Church: Gods * pleaſure being (till 
y Mat,28.20, by the fooliſhneſle of preaching to fave thoſe that be- 
di Cor. 1. 11. ſeeve. He eſteemed that preaching * beſt wherein was 


41 Cor 14424, moſt of God, leaſt of man, when vain flouriſhes of 
25. 1 Cor. 2. 


1.3.4.5, wit, and words were declined, and the demonſtrati- 


2 Cor. 4. 3. on of Gods Spirit and power ſtudied: yet could he 
2 Cora. 17. diſtinguiſh between ® ſtudied plainneſſe and negligent 
1 Tim. 4. 13 · rudeneſſe. He accounted © perſpicuity the beſt grace 


2 Tim. 2.15. of a Preacher: And that *merhod beſt, which was 


Eccl.1 2.9, 10. 


61 Cor. 14 1, Moſt helpfull to underſtanding, affection, and me- 


2,3:4,5- 6.9, mory. Io which ordinarily he eſteemed none ſo con- 

d 1 Cor.14-25. ducible as that by doctrine, reaſon and uſe. He eſtee- 

er Tig g. i. Med thoſe ©Sermons beſt that came cloſeſt to the con- 

, ſcience: yet would he have mens conſciences awake- 

Fi Pet.1.2, ned, not their perſons diſgrac't. He was a man of 
a 


g lam-119, ſpirituall * appetite, and could not be conten- 
þ A» wag arp t one meal a day. An afternoon Sermon 
i Ames8 11,12, did reliſh as well to him as one in the morning. He 
dat.zey, was not ſatisfied with h praiers without preaching : 
& x Cor. 3. 21, which if it were wanting at i home, he would ſeek a- 
21 Cor. 2.6. broad : yet would he not by k abſence diſcourage his 
15 Ebel 1.48. Minister, if faithfull, though another might have quick- 
* 1. er gifts. A! Lectute he eſteemed, though not neceſſa- 
Ads 20.7. ry, yet a bleſſing, and would redeem ® ſuch an opportu- 
Reyel.1,10, nity with ſome pains and lofſe, The * Lords = he . 
eme 
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an old Fugliſ Parimue , 


ſteemed a divine ordinance, and o reſt on it neceflary, — 


ſo far as it conduced to holineſſe. Hewas ? very con- f Erd. 20. l. 
ſcienciqus in ohſervance of that day usthe Matt daß. 
of the Soul. ' He was very carefull to ĩ remember it, 1: N 9. 
to get houſe and heart in order for it: and when . 
it came, he was ſtudious to improve it. He * redeemed * Iſa 38. 23,4. 
the morning from: ſuperfluous ſleep, and watched / rod. 29-8, 
the whole day over his thoughts anth words, not Gy , Be. G 
to reſtrain them from wickedneſſe, but worldlineſſee. 

© All parts of the day were alike holy to him, and his 

care was continued in it in variety of holy duties: 

what he heard in publike, he repeated in private, to 1 
» whet it upon himſelf and family. Lawfull * recre="3 pad? _ 
ations he thought this day unſeaſonable, and J anlaw- — 2 | 
full ones much more abominable: yet he knew * the 8, 10, 11, 1,13. 
liberty God gave him for needfull refreſhing, which d 1 Cor. 7 14. 
he did neither refuſe nor abuſe. The Sacrament of 44.15. 
2 Baptiſm he received in Infancy, which he looked 41 Cor. 10.16. 
back to in age to anſwer his ingagements, and claim 

his priviledges. > The Lords Supper he accounted part 

of his ſouls food : to which he laboured to keep an grand 4-4 
appetite. ©He eſteemed it an ordinance of neereſt , 4 Cor 19.26, 
communion with Chriſt, and ſo requiring moſt 4 gx-+4 x Cor. 11.48, 
act preparation, His firſt care was in the © examination 
of himſelf; yet as an act of f office or charity, he had 
an eye on others. 

He endeavored to have the ſcandalous caſt 8 out of , Rexel. 1.25. 
Communion : but he ® caſt not out himſelf, be- þ Maut, 
cauſe the ſcandalous were ſuffered by the negligence . 
of others. He condemned that i ſuperſtition — 
of Popiſh mock-faſts: yet neg not one octaſion i Ad 13.2. 
to humble his ſoul by 2 faſting: * He abhor- 1 Cor. 7. 3. 
red the popiſh doctrine of op operate in the no- * M59 1. . 
tion. And in practiſe reſted in "_ performance, — Ich. f. 23,4“ 

3 what 


1 Cor. 5. 2 ;. 
f Revel. 4. 2s 


| what was: done in ſpirit and truth. He thought 
1 Heb z. 2.3.6 God had left a mie in his word for m diſeipline, and 
» 1 Tic. 17, that? Ariftocraticaif:by Eldersynot Monarchicall by! 
1 Tim, 4. 14 Biſbopi nor Demorrativall by the people, ' Right 9 
Ad., 17% Diſcipline he judged pertaining not to the bewgy 
Aa es but wel being of a Church, Therefore he eſteemed 
0 21 ne thoſe” Churches moſt pure where the Goverument is 
by Elders, yet unchurehed not thoſe where it was o- 
þ3 cor 1.17, therwaics.. Perfection in Churches he thought a 
18,19. thing rather to be deſired, then hoped for. And To he 
Rev. 2 14. 205 expected not a Church {tate without all defects. The 
q1 Cor. 5. . acotruptions that were in Churches he thought his 
e duty to be waile, with endeavours of amendment: yet 
— 15. would he not * ſeparate, where he mighe partake in 
Lohn 4.1. the worſhip, and not in the corruption. He put not 
[+ Tim. 2.8. f holineſſe in Churches, as in the Temple of the 
Jon ; but only counted them eonvenient like their 
t Cor. 14. 10. Synagogues. He would have them kept i decent, not 
James 5.13» magnificent: knowing that the Goſpel requires not 
outward pomp. ' His chiefeſt muſiek was u ſinging of 
Plalms : wherein though he neglected not the melody 
of the voice, yet he chiefly looked after that of the 
» Coloſ. 3 16. * heart, He diſliked ſuch Y Church. muſick as moved 
51 Cor. 14.26. ſenſuall delight, and was an hindrance to ſpirituall 
T Rom 13.1. inlargementa. He accounted * ſubjection to the High- 
Lumen. ex powers. to be part of pure religion, as ell as to 
viſit the fatherleſſe and widdows : yet did he diſtin- 
31 Cœ. 7.23. guiſh between authority, and lufts of Magiſtrates, to 
that he ſubmitted, ꝭ but in theſe he durſt not be a ſer- 
Bom. 13.5. vant of men, being bought with a price, > Juſt laws 
and commands he willingly obeyed not only for fear 
but for conſcience alſo; but ſuch as were-unjuſt-he 
c As 4.19 · Fefuledero obſerve, chuſing © rather to obey-God then | 
d Jar.26.14,45: man: yet his refuſall was 4 modeſt and with _— 
20 / ion ; 


% 


ſion to penalties, unleſſe he could probure indulgence = 
from authority. He was careful in all relations to 

know and do duty, and that with'* ſingleneſd of heart e Bpheſ. g. ir, 
as unto Chriſt. He accounted f religion an engage» 27e 
ment to duty, that the beſt Chriſtians ſhould be heft Colo 3. 23. 
husbands, beſt wives, beſt parents, beſt children, beſt £9 Fm Jo 
Maſters, beſt ſervants, beſt Magiſtrates, beſt ſubjecte, 1 — 
that the £ doctrine of God might be adorned, -* not Titus 3.1. 
blaſphemed. His family he cadeavoured to make a 2.7. 
Church, both in regati of i perſons and exerciſes; ad- Sa 
mitting none into it but ſuch as feared God; and la- NK. | 


©  bouriog that thoſe that were born in ir, might be 


born again to God, He & blefſed his family mar « Chi. 
and evening by the word far joe wag — : een 
to perform. thoſe ardinances in the beſt feaſon;{ He 
brought up his children in the nurture: and admo- ay wget 
nition of the Lord, and commanded bis ® ſervantꝭ to , — * 
keep the way of the Lord. He ſet up® diſcipline in 9, — 
his family, as he deſired it in the Church, not dneiy p Tir. 2. 1, 1. 
reproving o but reſtraining vilene ſſi in his f He Was 7 Prov. 151. 
conſcientious 4 of equity as well as piety: Knoming b 177 
that * a ot man is abomination 'as: well 1a / Pſalme 15. 4. 
ungodlineſſe. He was cautelous in promiſing, but Ezck.36.26, 
carefull in performing, counting his word no leſſe 2 Ku 19-33-37 
ingagement then his bond, - He wan ef ten- -t. 25.34 
& heart, not only-in tegard of his own: ſin, but. g Iomes * 
thets d miſery, not egunting mercyꝶ arbitrary, back y Pſalm 114 f. 
nece ary duty: wherein as he praied for 1 wiſdom d Rom. 1. 8. 
to dirtet him, ſo he ſtudied tor = cheartuine ſle und A* Cor. 9. 5,6. 
bount to act. He was lober in che uſe of the things , s. 
of this lite, racher, heating. dawn; cho body, then Cor.g.hy, 
pampering it 2 yet e he denied not himſelf che ule ot cEcclel. 2.24, 
Gods bleſſing, leſt he (ſhould be 4 unthinkfull, but a- 4 cut. S. 0. 
voided exceſſe lei he (ud By fo; e ifull of the Do- "= 
| ner. 
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1 P.t. 3,55% neither exceeding his degree in civility, nor declining 
phil. 4 3. What ſuted with Chriſtianity, deſiring in alf things 
BP. 6. 10, 1 2g expreſſe 8 gravity. His whole life he accounted 
i Heb.z. _ ka warfare, wherein Chriſt was his i Captain, his 
h Bebel 6-13, arms, K praiers and tears. The *Croffe his Banner, 
Hol. 12 4 and his ® word YVincit qui patitur. | 
1 Cor. 15.48 He, was de nr immoveable in all times, 
Ephel · 4. 16. ſo that they who in the midſt of many opinions have 
— loſt the view of true religion, may return to him and 

1 Nat. 16.24. there finde it. 

Gal. 6. 14,1 7. 

* Luk 8. 15. D Eader, Seeing a paſſage in M* Tombes his book 
Rer. 12,1. againſt pædobaptiſme, wherein he compares 
and 14. 1. the Nonconformiſts in England to the Anabaptilts in 

Germany, in regard of their miſcatiages, and ill ſuc- 
ceſle in their vours, till of late years; I was mo» 
ved for the vindication of thoſe frithfull and Revo- 
rend witnefles of Chriſt to publiſh this Chaticter: 
whereof if any ſhall defire proof in matter of fact, as 
in matter: of right the margent contains evidence: 
let him either coniult their writtings, or thoſe who 
are fit witneſſes by reaſon of age, fidelity and acquain- 
_ — —. 2 N of 
ite, purpole, faith, long-ſuffering, love, patience 
perſecution and affliction, &c. 2 Tin. 3. 1 E And 
I deubt not but full teſtimony will he given, that their 
aim and generall courſe was accordidg to the rule: 
ſome ext there be in all profeſfions, but we 
are to judge of a profeſſion by the rule they hold forth, 
and that carriage of the ors, which is general. 
ind ordinary. ” i * 
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ES The Charalfev of av id Enghſs Purim. 3 
F Tim-2.9, ner. In his habite he "avoided Fcofflinefſe and vanity, 


